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La Com: Never the Truth Shall Meet….
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NEVER THE TRUTH
SHAL MEET..
In my fractured opinion, Kipling was a fool.
f ■ 1 ast is East and West is West,
| I i and
■l
And we know the rest,
I I perhaps. During my time in
J L J the Orient I heard the
maxim more than twice or thrice,
usually from those in a rush to condemn the Orient or the Occident or
both.
East is not West, nor the opposite
the other. Differences endure beyond
human understanding and endurance. The East clings to irritable,
irrational habits, and has all but
given up trying to fathom the West’s
exasperating, inexplicable traditions.
In my experience Orientals are
altogether as good as Occidentals.
And we are quite as bad as they. The
West makes dreadful Christians, and
so does the East. God makes Christians. In the East and in the West.
And we meet in Christ and go to all

the world.
So whenever I heard “East is East,
and West is West, and never the
twain shall meet,” I thought Kipling
was mostly a fool. I had no desire to
read him further.
Except recently. Desiring to verify Kipling’s stupidity, I read “The
Ballad of East and West.” All 80-plus
lines, four stanzas, and five pages. I
found that someone is stupid. But
not Rudyard. He did not write “East
is East, and West is West, and never
the twain shall meet.” Not exactly.
The full line is:
“O/z, East is East, and West is West,
and never the twain shall meet,

“Till Earth and Sky stand pres*R. A. La Com resides in Spokane ,
Washington. He is a member o f the
Spokane Central Seventh-day Adventist Church.

62

Published by Digital Commons @ Andrews University, 1998

1

Perspective Digest, Vol. 3 [1998], No. 3, Art. 8
to face , through they come from the
ends o f the earth!”
Those four lines, italicized , stand

ently at God’s great Judgment Seat;”
I had opined from ignorance.
From rumor. From a few of Kipling’s
words compressed between the
words of others. But what people say
people say is not always what people
say. So with my Kipling quote. I had
missed the heart of the matter.
Never is not forever in “The Ballad of East and West.” Kipling sees
that “presently” the “twain shall
meet.” The future rides in on hope.
And we can expect heaven’s help to
overcome the things that divide us in
the here and now:
“But there is neither East nor West,
Border; nor Breed , nor Birth,

at the head and the end of the ballad.
Italicized. For emphasis. Repeated.
For emphasis. Now I know. I won’t
say I prize Kipling’s literary style (his
Nobel Prize in literature not withstanding). I will confess that he is
much better than my opinion of
him. And should I quote him again,
I shall quote him accurately. And
should I hear him misquoted again,
I shall correct the record.
How much ignorance or resentment or reverence or whatever is
based on misperception? Verification reveals much.
□

“When two strong men stand face
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never cease to be amazed at the

gullibility of human nature. Our willingness to believe a rum or seems to
increase in direct proportion to its implausibility, as a recent phone call
documents.
“An acquaintance called to ‘verify’ an announcement made during a
meeting at his church: the General Conference had appointed a ‘representative to the Vatican’!
“Of course not! Such an idea has never been discussed nor has it even
entered my mind!
“A number within our church family seem to operate on the assumption that ‘since it is bad, it must be true.’
“What will it take for us to assume the best about our church and its
leaders, to verify the facts and having done so, hold the authors of distrust accountable?”— Robert S. Folkenberg.
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